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 “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in 
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, having been 
born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which 
lives and abides forever” (1Peter 1:22-23). 
 Peter states that Christians have been born again by the incorruptible seed, the 
word of God. Cleansing the soul of sin results from obeying the truth. This implies that 
the truth is not a collection of neutral and impotent facts, but rather is a body of doctrine 
that moves believers to action and has the power to purify souls. “In sincere love of the 
brethren” addresses one of the purposes for which souls are cleansed. The apostle 
Paul wrote that Christians are “created in Christ Jesus for good works” (Eph. 2:10), 
which is similar in construction to what Peter wrote. Both texts reveal God's intention for 
one who has been regenerated; he is created to do good works, he is purified to love 
his brethren. Peter joins a command to that information: since you have been purified to 
love your brethren, fulfill the purpose of your purification and love your brethren honestly 
and fervently. 
 This is another way in which a Christian imitates the Father in heaven. God is the 
essence of the meaning of love; when love is mentioned, God should instantly come to 
mind. Why does God love man? (John 3:16) Man was created in the image of God 
(Gen. 1:26-27), certainly not in physical appearance for God is Spirit and has no 
corruptible flesh, but rather in the nature of our eternal spirit. What is one of the 
deepest, strongest needs in human kind but to love and be loved in return? If we are 
patterned after God, it should not surprise us to discover that we received that 
characteristic from Him. In humankind, he sees souls that He can love and who have 
the potential to love Him in return. Since love is one of God's defining characteristics, 
love should also characterize the behavior of His children. Consider, since God sees 
much to love in our fellow Christians, should we not be seeing the same thing in one 
another, too? Love is at the center of God's word (Matt. 22:36-40), and it is the hallmark 
of brethren (John 13:33-35). 
 The manner of love is unfeigned (anupokritos means "undissembled, sincere: 
without dissimulation or hypocrisy"; Strongs - 505), pure (katharos means "clean, clear, 
pure"; Strongs - 2513), and fervently (ektenos means "intently, fervently"; Strongs - 
1619). Our love for each other must be patterned after our love for God -- genuine and 
intense. If we do not have this love for one another, we are not saved. 


