The Consequences of Sin Can Outlive Us
By Kent Heaton

The apostle Paul declared in Galatians 6:7 — “Do not be deceived, God is not
mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.” There has always been
consequence to sin from the moment Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the garden
(Gen. 2-3). Man should not think that he can escape the eye of God.

King David was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22) and became the
greatest king to sit upon the throne of Israel. Whenever David’s name is mentioned
there is always a sidebar of remembering the incident with Bathsheba, wife of Uriah the
Hittite. In 2Samuel 11 we read of David walking on the roof of his house one evening
when he “saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold” (2Sam.
11:2). David brought Bathsheba into his palace and lay with her. Later she told the King
that she was with child. Wanting to cover the incident up, her husband was recalled
from the besieging of the city of Rabbah.

Uriah the Hittite was one of the mighty men of David (2Sam. 23:39; 1Chron.
11:41). He was a man of honor and nobility in service to his king. When called home
from the war, he refused to enter his house as long as his men and the ark were
engaged in battle. Failing at other attempts to coerce Uriah into bed with his wife, David
sent an order (by the hand of Uriah) to his general, Joab, to place Uriah in the heat of
battle and then withdraw. Uriah carried his death notice and died in the battle.

It was later God sent Nathan the prophet to David to declare unto him the
judgment of the Lord upon David & Bathsheba, the child and the descendants of David.
The immediate consequence of David’s sin was the condemnation of God. The grace of
God allowed David to live (2Sam. 12:13) but the child would die. Further consequence
that David would suffer is the sword would never leave his house and adversaries would
rise up against him — even from his own household (see Absalom and Adonijah). The
house of David suffered many years of hardship because of David’s sin.

The punishment outlined by Nathan (2Sam. 12:7-15) was immediate at least in the
lifetime of David. The sad part of David’s sin was that he would forever be marked as
the man who took Uriah’s wife. When the account of Abijam’s reign in Judah is given in
the book of 1Kings it says: “Because David did what was right in the sight of the LORD,
and had not turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life,
except in the case of Uriah the Hittite” (1Kings 15:5). The consequence of sin remained.

Remarkably when the genealogy of Jesus Christ is given in Matthew’s account,
David is again marked with his sin. “Jesse was the father of David the king. David was
the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah” (Matt. 1:6).
Generations removed David is still remembered for what he did to Uriah and his sin with
Bathsheba.

Sin will take you farther than you want to go and keep you longer than you want
to stay. The lust of the flesh will mark a person for lifetime as the one who is known for
what they have done. This does not dismiss forgiveness as God forgave David but the
reality of the reaping of sin sowed in a moment’s reckless folly will blacken the pages of
life — and sometimes long after the person has died. Many have walked that road today
and bear a heavy burden. David cries from the grave long passed: “O man of God, flee
these things and pursue righteousness” (1Tim. 6:11).



Getting Motivated
By Doug Roush

The fable is told of a frog that was caught in a deep rut on a muddy road. His
friend tried but could not get him, so he left him to get more help. When he returned, he
found the frog hopping about outside the rut. "l thought you couldn't get out," said the
friend. "l couldn't," replied the frog, "but when | saw a big truck coming down the road, |
was suddenly strongly motivated to exit."

Jesus said, "...do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no
more that they can do. But ... Fear Him who ... has power to cast into hell; yes, | say to
you, fear Him!" (Luke 12:4-5)

Friend, if you are stuck in a rut of sin, please consider our Lord's solemn warning.
The fear of being in a place of torment can be a strong motivator toward faithful service
to God.

To Be Perfect

"Jesus said to him, 'If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." (Matt. 19:21)

Marquis de Lafayette was a French general and politician who joined the
American Revolution and became a friend of George Washington. An influential man in
the U.S. and France, Lafayette was also a man of compassion. The harvest of 1782
was a poor one, but the manager of his estate had filled his barns with wheat. "The bad
harvest has raised the price of wheat," said his manager. "This is the time to sell."
Lafayette thought about the hungry peasants in the villages and replied, "No, this is the
time to give."

Real love is often measured by our willingness to let go of what we possess.
Sometimes the thing we grip most tightly in our hands is the very thing God asks us to
hand over to Him. (From Bible lllustrator)

The Land Of Pretty Soon

| know a land where the streets are paved
With things we meant to achieve;

Walled with money we meant to have saved
And the pleasures for which we grieve,

Kind words unspoken, promises broken,
And many a coveted boon

Are gathered there in that land somewhere,
The Land of Pretty Soon.

There uncut jewels of possible fame
Are lying about in the dust,

And many a noble and lofty aim

Are covered with mold and rust.



And, oh, this place, while it seems so near,
Is farther away than the moon;

Though purpose is fair, we'll not get there—
To the Land of Pretty Soon.

The road that leads to that mystic land

Is strewn with pitiful wrecks,

The ships that sailed for its shining strand
Bear skeletons on their decks.

It's farther at noon than it was at dawn,
And farther at night than noon;

Oh, let us beware of that land down there
The Land of Pretty Soon.

A Moments Wisdom

Criticizing the faults of others does not remove our own.

Alcohol can kill the living and preserve the dead.

To receive the crown we must bear the cross.

Many who claim much love for God have little love for man.

If you insist on all your “rights,” you will infringe on the rights of others.
Self-control is more important than self-expression.

Too truly enjoy blessings you must share them with others.

It is often very hard to keep up with “easy payments.”

You can’t pray for others when you have clenched fists and grinding teeth.



