
The Bible’s Big Words



The Bible’s Big Words

• “Never use a big word when a diminutive one 

will do.”

• “I love using big words to sound smart. I mean 

utilizing gargantuan idioms to fabricate 

intelligence.”

• “The finest words in the world are only vain 

sounds if you can't understand them.”

• “Never use a large word for a small matter.”



The Bible’s Big Words
• Our salvation is supplied by God 

– Rom. 6:1-6 - “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who 
died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as 
many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through 
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness 
of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was 
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away 
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.”

– Eph. 1:7 - “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace”



The Bible’s Big Words

• The Bible (KJV) uses big words to describe 

each step of this process:

– Mortification

– Justification

– Sanctification

– Glorification



Mortification

• We are commanded to address our sins by 

putting them to death.

– Col. 3:5 - “Therefore put to death your members 

which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 

idolatry.”

– Rom. 8:13 - “For if you live according to the flesh 

you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 

the deeds of the body, you will live.”



Mortification
• We are commanded to address our sins by putting them to 

death.

– Rom. 6:3, 7-13 - “Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? … 7 For 
he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing 
that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. 
Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that 
He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He 
lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead 
indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you 
should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members 
as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves 
to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God.”



Mortification

• Mortification is an ongoing process 

– Rom. 7:22-25 - “For I delight in the law of God 

according to the inward man. 23 But I see another 

law in my members, warring against the law of my 

mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of 

sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man 

that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? 25 I thank God--through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the 

law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.”



Justification

• Justification is God's declaration that we are not 
guilty 

– Rom. 5:1 - “Therefore, having been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ”

– Rom. 3:28-30 - “Therefore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 29 
Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the 
God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 30 since 
there is one God who will justify the circumcised by 
faith and the uncircumcised through faith.”



Justification

• God accounts righteousness to us

– Rom. 4:7-8 - “Blessed are those whose lawless 

deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 

Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not 

impute sin.”



Justification

• Justification does not describe a change in our 
behavior as much as it describes the change in 
our standing before God 

– James 2:20-23 - “But do you want to know, O foolish 
man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he 
offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that 
faith was working together with his works, and by 
works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says, Abraham believed God, and it 
was accounted to him for righteousness. And he was 
called the friend of God.”



Sanctification

• Our union and association with Christ changes 

our character. Sanctification is the word that 

describes that change in character 

– 2Tim. 2:21 - “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself 

from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, 

sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for 

every good work.”



Sanctification

• It begins at the moment of our justification. It 

continues, in spite of our shortcomings, until 

the end of our lives 

– Heb. 10:10, 14 - “By that will we have been 

sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all… 14 For by one offering 

He has perfected forever those who are being 

sanctified.”



Sanctification

• Sanctification refers to being separated to God

– 1Thes. 4:3-5 - “For this is the will of God, your 

sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual 

immorality; 4 that each of you should know how 

to possess his own vessel in sanctification and 

honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles 

who do not know God”



Glorification

• Every Christian is engaged in an ongoing battle 
with sin 

– 1Cor. 9:24-27 - “Do you not know that those who run 
in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone 
who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. 
Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we 
for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: 
not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who 
beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it 
into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should become disqualified.”



Glorification

• Every Christian is engaged in an ongoing battle 

with sin 

– 2Cor. 13:5-6 - “Examine yourselves as to whether 

you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not 

know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? --

unless indeed you are disqualified. 6 But I trust 

that you will know that we are not disqualified.”



Glorification

• Our victories should greatly outnumber our 

stumbles

– 1John 2:1-2 - “My little children, these things I 

write to you, so that you may not sin. And if 

anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 

also for the whole world.”



Glorification

• Mortification, justification, and sanctification 

will not be complete until the Judgment 

– Heb. 12:22-23 - “But you have come to Mount Zion 

and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 to the general assembly and church of the 

firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the 

Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect”



Glorification

• Meanwhile, we groan, waiting for eternal 
redemption 

– Rom. 8:22-25 - “For we know that the whole 
creation groans and labors with birth pangs 
together until now. 23 Not only that, but we also 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting 
for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 
For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is 
seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for 
what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.”



Glorification

• Meanwhile, we groan, waiting for eternal 
redemption 

– 2Cor. 5:1-4 - “For we know that if our earthly 
house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is 
from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we 
shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this 
tent groan, being burdened, not because we want 
to be unclothed, but further clothed, that 
mortality may be swallowed up by life.”



Glorification

• Glorification will be the instantaneous 

completion of our victory over sin

– Rom. 8:17, 30 - “And if children, then heirs--heirs 

of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified 

together… 30 Moreover whom He predestined, 

these He also called; whom He called, these He 

also justified; and whom He justified, these He 

also glorified.”



Glorification

• Glorification will be the instantaneous completion 
of our victory over sin

– 1Cor. 15:51-55 - “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this 
corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal 
has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written: Death is swallowed up in 
victory. 55 O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, 
where is your victory?”



The Bible’s Big Words

• Remember that justification and glorification 

are God's works

• Mortification and sanctification are our 

responsibility


