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Revelation 20:12-15

• “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead 
who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the 
dead who were in them. And they were judged, each 
one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire.”



What The Bible Reveals About The 

Lamb’s Book Of Life

• What is this book? 

• Who makes the entries in it? 

• Whose names are recorded in it? 

• Who will not have an entry in it?

• Can entries in the book of life be changed?



What The Bible Reveals About The 

Lamb’s Book Of Life
• The Book of Life (Hebrew: ספר החיים ,

transliterated Sefer HaChaim; Greek: βιβλίον 
τῆς ζωῆς Biblíon tēs Zōēs) is the book in which 
God records the names of every person who 
may enter Heaven

• According to Jewish tradition in the Talmud, 
Talmud it is open on Rosh Hashanah, as is its 
analog for the wicked, the Book of the Dead.



What The Bible Reveals About The 

Lamb’s Book Of Life
• Those in the books were also given marks on their heads

– Ez. 9:3-4 - “Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from 
the cherub, where it had been, to the threshold of the temple. 
And He called to the man clothed with linen, who had the 
writer's inkhorn at his side; 4 and the LORD said to him, Go 
through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, 
and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry 
over all the abominations that are done within it.”

• Rev. 20:12 - “‘The books were opened.’ What books? The 
books of God's omniscience, Who is greater than our 
consciences, and knows all things. It is His book of 
remembrance within Him both of good and bad deeds of 
men” (M. Henry).



What Saith The Scriptures?

• It was spoken of by Moses, David, Daniel, and 
Malachi and the beginning, in the middle, and 
near the end of the Law of Moses 
– Ex. 32:31-33 - “Then Moses returned to the LORD and 

said, Oh, these people have committed a great sin, 
and have made for themselves a god of gold! 32 Yet 
now, if You will forgive their sin-but if not, I pray, blot 
me out of Your book which You have written. 33 And 
the LORD said to Moses, Whoever has sinned against 
Me, I will blot him out of My book.”



What Saith The Scriptures?

• Psalms 69:28 - “Let them be blotted out of the book of 
the living, And not be written with the righteous.”

• Dan. 12:1 - “…And at that time your people shall be 
delivered, Every one who is found written in the book.”

• Mal. 3:16 - “Then those who feared the LORD spoke to 
one another, And the LORD listened and heard them; So a 
book of remembrance was written before Him For those 
who fear the LORD And who meditate on His name”



What Saith The Scriptures?

• It was spoken of by Jesus Christ and the apostle Paul

– Luke 10:20 - “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the 
spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your 
names are written in heaven.”

– Phil. 4:3 - “And I urge you also, true companion, help these 
women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement 
also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are 
in the Book of Life.”

– Heb. 12:23 - “to the general assembly and church of the 
firstborn who are registered in heaven…”



What Saith The Scriptures?
• John is the most prolific revealer of this book and its contents

– Rev. 3:5 - “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white 
garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of 
Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before 
His angels.”

– Rev. 13:8 - “All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose 
names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world.”

– Rev. 17:8 - “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will 
ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And 
those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are 
not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the 
world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is”



What Saith The Scriptures?
• John is the most prolific revealer of this book and its 

contents
– Rev. 20:12, 15 - “And I saw the dead, small and great, 

standing before God, and books were opened. And another 
book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead 
were judged according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books… 15 And anyone not found 
written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”

– Rev. 21:27 - “But there shall by no means enter it anything 
that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.”



What Is This Book?

• It is called “the book of life.” 

– It is of spiritual, eternal life.

– It brings joy to those written in it - Luke 10:20



What Is This Book?

• Called “the book of life of the Lamb” - Rev. 13:8

– Contains the names the saved -

Rev. 20:12-15

– Does not contain the names of the lost -

Rev. 20:12-15

– Once contained names later blotted out -

Ex. 32:32-33; Rev. 3:5



Who Makes The Entries?

• God - Ex. 32:32-33

• Jesus - Rev. 3:5, 13:8, 20:15



Whose Names Are Recorded In It?

• The saved - Rev. 20:12-15

• Those who keep their lives from sin -
Rev. 21:27

• Those who are holy 

– Isa. 4:3 - “And it shall come to pass that he who 
is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be 
called holy-everyone who is recorded among the 
living in Jerusalem.”



Whose Names Are Recorded In It?

• Those who have been delivered 
– Dan. 12:1-3 - “At that time Michael shall stand up, The 

great prince who stands watch over the sons of your 
people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never 
was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And at 
that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is 
found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting 
life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those 
who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the 
firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness 
Like the stars forever and ever.”



Whose Names Are Recorded In It?

• Those who labor in the kingdom 

– Phil. 4:3 - “help these women who labored with 
me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest 
of my fellow workers, whose names are in the 
Book of Life”

• The church 

– Heb. 12:23 - “the general assembly and church of 
the firstborn who are registered in heaven”



Who Will Not Have An Entry In It?

• Those who sin - Ex. 32:32-33

• Those who oppose the righteous 

– Psalm 69:26-28 - “For they persecute the ones You 
have struck, And talk of the grief of those You 
have wounded. 27 Add iniquity to their iniquity, 
And let them not come into Your righteousness. 
28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the 
living, And not be written with the righteous.”



Who Will Not Have An Entry In It?

• Those who do not overcome - Rev. 3:5

• Those who worship the beast - Rev. 13:8, 17:8

• Those who take away from God's words 

– Rev. 22:19 - “And if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy 
city, and from the things which are written in this 
book.”



Who Will Not Have An Entry In It?

• Those whose names were blotted out -

Rev. 3:5

• Is your name written there?

• You know the answer to that question.


